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promised her, but their request was roughly refused, and they were pushed out of the room, all the doors of which were closed, leaving the corpse and the executioner together.
Brant6me asserts that a horrible deed was then perpetrated.
Two hours after the execution the body and the head were taken to the same room in which Mary Stuart > was made to appear before the commissioners, and placed upon the table at which those functionaries were seated on that occasion. They were covered with a black cloth, and remained there until three in the afternoon, at which time, Nater, a physician of Standford, and the surgeon of the village of Fother-ingay came to open and embalm it. This they did indifferently well in the presence of Sir Amyas Paulet and the soldiers, without a shadow of consideration for the rank or the sex of the hapless creature, whose body was thus freely exposed to the gaze of all who chose to look upon it. Nor did this indignity serve the purpose sought to be served, for there was a rumor that the Queen's legs were swollen and that she was dropsical, while there was not one of those present who was not forced to confess that he had never seen a young maiden's body more spotless and beautiful than Mary Stuart's, as she lay dead by violence after nineteen years of captivity and suffering.
When the body was opened the spleen was found to be in a healthy condition, the lungs a little yellowish in spots, and the brain a sixth larger than the average size of that organ in females of the same age. Everything promised long life to her whose days had been so cruelly cut short.
A formal report of the execution having been drawn,